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COMFURICATIOR SKILLS IFOR 'ME AGhH QF AGUARLUS '
We are told in thc.musical, HAIR, that this is the ige of
Aquarius when peace will guide the planets and love will steer
the stars. fThis prophetic statement, to which many of our
students subscribe, pretty well -sums up their attitude toward
school and society. They reject war, hypocrisy, unnecessary
conventiohs, infringements on freedom, things material, and
not being treated with respect. In many diverse and subtle
ways they are a new and different group'than vwe have previously
encountered in school..

Today's student in the Age of Aquarius is an individual

with greatly enlarged horizons, having seen and heard much
more of the world than his predecessors'of the last generation.
His framework for viewing the world and society may be awkward,
;superficial,“inaccurate and comples, but, nonetheless, it is
new and different. He is able to identify with great masses
of other young people with whom he is eager to conform,

He has different prestige figures, is impatient with messages
that do not say anything, requires a mutual understanding of
objectives, desires an understanding of the context fronm which
others speak and the ability to speak to that context. He
wishes to be heard and understood. He is overflowing with
experienées, impressions, attitudes that need to be expressed.
lle races through a series of fads from language to haircuts

in demonstrating freedom from rigid cultural, intellectual,
aesthefic and behavioral tradition. Since he passively
consumes two to.four hours-of television each day, he
desperately needs %o talk things out, to get 1t together,

to develop deep concepts and linguistic labels to attach

to them. While, in many ways the student in the Age of
Aquabius is a powerful, challenging and different person,

-he still requires a teacher to guide and give order to his
_experiences. ‘ ' | '
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Tue teacher for the Age of Aaqu-rius, therefore, must have a
new bar filled with iuventiveness and enthusiasﬁ, and nust
respect the grent influence of the world outside the classa-
room toward inspiring the student's curiosity about intcllzciual
natters. He must be able to capitalize on this snd give it
organizatimi, e will understand the conpetition of mass
ncedia and be able to give direction, not directions. BEe
must bo a teacher who is also & student. He understands
that responze is & function of the whole personality, that
sctive participation increases lenruning, that an individual
will choosc¢ the messsge that will reward him and that is
accossible, that variety is better than a single method of
instruction. He has achieved a new level of profcssiomel
significance, is emancipated from being merely a pfezentor
of information and blue pencil surgeon. He is not just
English teecher, but rather, language specislist, communica-
tion artist, dynemic curriculum development specialist for
the Age of Aquarius.

The demands of this age, research kmowledge about the
acquisition and control of language, and linguistic discoveries
have fostered a burgeoning interest in spoken communication.
This subject or skill, however, has heretofore, been a
neglected part of the curriculum on the secondary leval
and elmost non-existent on the elementary level - even
though in every listing of lunguage arts speaking and
listening are includead.

"-
Until Guqﬂsnberg, oral language was the primary means of
communication. Greek ornstory and drara were meant to be
delivered orally and were done so until they were rendered
silent by print. Christianity, the morality play and ncws
were all spread by the oral langu-ge medium. 1In the Age

of Aquarius, roots of this oral tradition are still to be
found.
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Foetry is 5111 boot comnmunicoted orally; socie) grieveonces
ere armued fuarouch face-to-frce confrontaticn; Aunt Tilly in
a nelghtorine stute usunlly conprehends better whoat 1s scid
over the telephone as we "lower the cost of loving" than whet
ics written in 2 letter. For many, a more satisfying religious
experience occurs with oral participation. We select our
national leaders rore on the basis of what they say and how
they s=y it than on the basis of what they write. We are
much more spezkers ond listencirs than we are readers and
writers. From the c¢ry of Keanderthal i to the shouts

of angry revolutionnries in the street to the seductive
whispers from Mndison Avanue, oral langusge is a highly
effective medium for communicating and getting a response.
Oral langusge was not only the original kind of hunan
cormmunication but continues to be the nost commonly used

for riving instructions, for change, for action,

This, however, 1s also an age of melancholy trends. Kids
are bad off. TFar too many have needs which are not being
met by existing curricular offerings in English and language
arte, Research findings go largely unheeded and are often
relegeted to & spot on the library shelf to gather dust.
Too many students move through their school careers without
assimilating the skills they urgently need for this now,
different and oral world. The fluid, easy, knowledgable
command of the language which they have every right to
expect, they rarely receive. All children suffer because
of this, und as usual, the poor, dissdvantaged children
suffer most. Environmentsl deprivation and linguistie
deprivation usually go hand-in-hand, Many social and
vocational doors are closed to the linguistically-handi-
capped student who uses so 1little of the potential of

his language.
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Lo oserieore cetieioneles of tonguige ecucation progroams in

nany ceneols reprecent o tornidnble obstacle to the development
of full lumymiw ¢ jower Yor the studenl in the Age of Aquarius.
At tiis Junctuw:re 1m lunmunge study, it is necessary for every

-

lanpuepe Leacher to develop new attitudes, new understandings

and a new commitnent to thne vooting out of time-wasting activities.

Among thnc wmore visivle testimonies of the effectiveness of
langugpe proeruus ere the gcures attained by students on
stancuréizned Lesta. For yeurs we have been using these
instrurents tu messiure the effecliveness of language learning
ard tion to strean purils into prograns which have life-long
consequences.

A review of State Assessment and Iowa Test results indicate

that many of these students cdo not at*ain scores reflective

of competence in the languapge skills being measured. The

skills of inference which constitute a major part of the reading
segment of these tests are skills which receive little attention
in rmost classrooms. when literal comprehénsion receives the
major emphasis, as is true in most reading programs, the
important reasoning srxills which will be measured on the
standardized test are neglected. Neglected because it .ks
assumed that these skills will be learned incidentally.
Neglected because most of the time 1s devoted to the simpler
skills of acquiring subject matter. The skills of problem
solving, speaking and listening have long been listed among
languuge arts objectives but not always achieved.

when probed deeply, meagerness of verbal expression and
depressecd intellectual functioning are two facets of the
sane provlem. There is a relationship between language
proficiency aud tue ability to think, and between spoken
languaise conpetence and reading competence. Today, subject
natter, while respected, ¢oes not sustain. Students need an
arena, a fcrum for tne exchurnpe of ideas and analysis of
inforzation.
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The te' instaents of aud by thirnmselves hoave little vaelidity
until the 531715 #1 2t ~1re bolins mesnsured gre al:ao the skills
being teu-nt, This ‘s not to say that the test should dictute
the curriculum but rather th~t the curriculu provide trauining
in the broede-t dimznsion of langusge so that the compelencies
being rossessed are also those in which the student has had an
oppror‘mudty to particinnte ~nd vractice.

Altorcether too often inference is disregarded in teaching in
favor of outcomes which nrc easier to descri’~ and to measure.
Reading, for instence, is really a thought- ctting precess.
The development of mechnnicnl proficiency in the recognition
of the printed word is not enough. By the drawing of
reasona®le inferences from informstion and by distinguishing
among interpretations which are entirely supported by the
date, partly supported, irrelevant, probedbly false, snd
entirely false, this skill may be reinforced.

Stud>nts learn how to use lansu=pge and that it works, with
little or no understandinr of why it produces results, In
drawing conclusions sbout a given problem, they usually
evaluate the conclusions reached by others who have studied
the problem. Unquestionebly, the pupil does original thinking
on a given issue less frequently than he chooses among the
conclusions of others.

To use oral sources effectively, the pupil should understand
the "if-then" approach, the conditions under which indirect
argument leads to velid conclusions, etc. It is not enough
fof the pupil to recognize the forms of argument which are
intellectuslly honest, he should be able also to recognize
thoce vwhich are dishonest, propagenda, etc,
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~ome fun?~ental vrincirles underlying lesienl thinkine instruetion
follow. Oin?lxnts should evidences
1. Ynowledre of the -rinciples underlying the
grouping snd ordsring of words.
(Try to modify conventional forms of sentences,
exercines, written informetion, etc. so that
rote learning is less likely to provide the
"ecorrect" nnswer, )
2. realiration of the logical implications of
rclated ideas or proneositions.
(Iist a number of simple propositions end ask
students to state the converse and the inverss
for each., Then record the truth or falsity of
the proposition. i.e., Proposition: All elephants
are large animsls. Converse: All large animals
are elephents. Inverse: All animals that are not’
elephants nre not lrrge. The converse and inverse
are either both true or both false.)
3. recognition and formulation of assumptions underlying
en argument,
(If a conclusion follows logically from certain
acssumptions, then one either accepts the conclusion
or rejects the assumption. In stating arguments,
some acceptable proofs should be mixed with uneccept-
able proofs.)
4, understanding of coherent logical sequence.
(Present numbered statements of a story or problem
and as): students to organize them logically.)
To Aevelop relationzl thinking skill, students should be adble tos=
l. recognize relationships
(Probrem situstions may be presented end the students
asked to discuss factors om which the result depends, =
Annlyze true or fnlse statements. = Insufficient or
unneeded data mry be pfesented. Students determine
how much is enough.)
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Ce Ittt relationciaps eXpresces by oynvols, piciures,
RS TS TAIN
(ooaneuss Ui wemotlional ves dntellectual merits of a
victure vogicting war, adverticenants, ctc.)

Je dsnimvCiate wol'uy with clituaticns
(BDeseribe a sivantion in wnich the word, "obsequious”,
mirat be used.)

4, recoprnize the mivuse of a werd in context.
(The product of 471 wd (8% is 1,116.)

within the orel Iangaoge fracework the student bhas the opportunity
to analyze, syuthesize, c¢icerininate, compare, generalize about a
variely of experiencer. Lo hour should pass during the school day
withoul perritting the stuuent an opportunity to enpgoge in
reflective thnirking and to rerticipate in an oral language
activity. I term:as of developine higher intellectual skills,
participration is cleeriy su;erior to spectatorship.

The concern thus far in tiis discussion with the needs of students
in a new age. To complete the picture it is necessary to consicer
new curriculu emphases and new devices to make language teaching
more productive. There are many prospects in this area and the
following is offered as one plan for involving students K-12 in
oral languape activities which also provide opportunity for
instruction in thinking.

Implicit in this plan are the following assumptions:
l. Oral langusge is vital to thinking and to reading
and writinge. ‘ ‘
2. Mass media have created a new and different society.
3. The nature of the student being taught is different.
4., The role of the teacher is in need of modification.
5. New tools and techniques are nceded to improve oral
language teaching and to increase learning.
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snie rrogren ropresents nocurriculun desien based on the
coomunienuion veniele ¢f listendins and syewkring. It recornizes
the exictern® lingulstic eomretence of students when they enter
schooel and toe vital role that oral lunguage pleys in toe life
ol every individuale. fQunic is & program of lanfFusge learning
which prouctes au awareness wnd orphasizes the usefulness or
Inngunpe in tifrerent wars under varied circumstances.
This three-faceted oral languape progran includes:
1. the councentruted erpiusis on oral language in
specific oral languepe classes on the elementary
and junior hign sciool level. The objective is
to provide jp;racticul learning experiences in
sreaking and listening so that students can
become proficient in the two-way process of
comsurication,
2. the c¢iffused exm;hasis on oral language in the
languuge arts classes., The relationship between
oral language skills and written language skills
is a vital one. Oral laupguage developmant serves
as the underlying base for the development of
reading; achievenernt.
3 the'expanded oral language offering in senior
high school English classes. The goal of this’
enphasis is to create an articulate student with
facility in oral expression sufficient for the

attaiumer.t of social and professional goals.

The new tools of comaunication which technology has provided

are devicer wiich can also make teaching better. Their accept-
ance in the clussroom has been slow, however, This is probably
because of inconvenient access, lack of knowledge of utilization
an’, perrarc & certain condescension. . The teaching value of
these tools is known, however, and should receive considera--
tior in tre woder:n clansroon.
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o weuld ne conplete without scime of ihe

Loticn pictures ang klnescopen

rijuntrips

Kudios

Telovicion - commerciael, ecucational and closec circuit
Records awmw! tapes - coummercial and "home-made"
Tape-recorder cassettec

Earphornes

These devices should free the teucher from the routine delivery
of er¥pository material and faciltitate the guidance of student
lJearning.

“when the mwoon is in the geventh house, and Jupiter aligns with
Fard, and new lancuuge knowled;se and nethods find their way into
the clasoroon, perbsps we will witness "the mind's true liberation’
in an era of "harmony and undevstanding", a true "Age of Aquarius,"
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